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mint, the harem, the camp equipage, the department of the water-cooler, the kitchen, the fruitery, the perfume office, the wardrobe, the library, the picture gallery, the armoury, and the stables are all the subject of precise and minute rules.
Religious toleration, and a desire to conciliate and include within his system the Hindu population, were the key-notes of Akbar's government. For the purpose of administration the empire was divided into fifteen subahs or provinces. To each province was appointed a governor in whom was vested, under the emperor, the supreme civil and military authority. Akbar's revenue policy was based on ancient Hindu customs, and much of it survives to this day. 'He first executed a survey to measure the land. His officers then found out the produce of each acre of land, and settled the government share, amounting to one-third of the gross produce. Finally, they fixed the rate at which this share of the crop might be commuted into a money payment These processes, known as the land settlement, were at first repeated every year. But to save the peasant from the extortions and vexations incident to an annual -inquiry, Akbar's land settlement was afterwards made for ten years. His officers strictly enforced the payment of a third of the whole produce, and Akbar's land revenue from Northern India exceeded what the British take (from a much larger area) at the present day,1.' The settlement was made under the direction of Akbar's great Hindu minister, R&JS Todar MaL The principal local revenue collector was the amalguzar. He was a magistrate and police officer as well as* a revenue official, and had to concern himself with all matters affecting the well-being of the peasantry. His duties a& described in the Ain-i-Akbarl bear a striking resemblance, on a small scale, to those of the Magistrate and Collector of a modern British District He is instructed to consider himself the immediate friend of the husbandman, to be diligent in business and a strict observer of truth. It is his duty to punish * the crafty and disobedient' who are not amenable to admonition, and he must not be satisfied with receiving a pecuniary fine in exculpation of murder or other capital offences* He is to endeavour to bring waste lands under the plough, an4 may allow some remission of the general rate of collection in order to promote the cultivation * of such Articles as will produce general profit and utility/ He is to assist the needy cultivator with loans of money to be repaid at convenient periods. The local treasury is entrusted to his care, and he must send the 1 Hunter's Indian Empire, 3rd edition, pp* 351-3.